often and on two occasions refers to himself as a "Rufer in der Wüste." I counted 63 praises (average one every 5.5 pages~I subtract the last 25 pages, which included a typescript of Gorbachev's meeting with Honecker and the Politburo, October 7, 1989) of his own foresight, his heroic actions that averted even greater economic disaster, his unwaning and singular crusade against the narrow-mindedness in a never-ending struggle for economic reform, his openness to the West, and his political correctness. Apart from the self praise, it is a credible account of the economic problems that plagued the GDR by one of its leading insiders. 
